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Changes and Celebrations  
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 President Orval Plumlee chairs the July   

membership meeting in the atrium since 

the  work on the new flooring forced the 

relocation. 

The painting and flooring work in the main 

hall will bring a new look to our building. 

Workers carefully position a roof beam during the 

construction of the new open-air pavilion. 

 

ñThey always say time changes 

things, but you actually have to 

change them yourself.ò  

                        -  Andy Warhol  
 

Membership action at the June 

meeting approved the expenditures for 

the hall improvements and construction 

of the pavilion, but the genesis for the 

changes came from many members. 

They suggested more than once to 

build a permanent structure outside for 

events. Replacing the floor in the main 

hall was also a concern of numerous 

members. The ball started rolling when 

Mark Livingston made a motion at the 

April all -chairs meeting to spend the 

money to replace the floor and build an 

open-air pavilion. The motion was 

greeted with unanimous approval. A 

fresh coat of paint inside and out was 

also part of the motion. The 2209 

Executive Board also supported this 

     Presidentôs Report 

expenditures for the upgrades 

and new construction. I want 

to thank the Executive Board, 

the Bargaining Committee 

and the membership for being 

thrifty and responsible with 

our funds which makes these 

improvements possible. 

Two celebrations are on 

the horizon which give us the 

opportunity to relax and enjoy  

some time with our union 

brothers and sisters outside of 

the walls of the factory. The 

annual family picnic will be 

held on September 11 from 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. This is 

always a great event for 

families with something for 

everyone. See page 3 for  

more details. Lastly, a special 

celebration for this localôs 25th 

anniversary is planned for October 16. 

This event will be slightly different 

since it is for adults-only. It will start 

later (6 p.m.) and run until midnight. 

A bonfire is planned. Bring a lawn 

chair and your dancing shoes. See  

page 10 for more information. 

If all goes as planned, the pavilion 

construction will be completed in time 

for the annual family picnic. So mark 

your calendars for these events and 

plan to attend. 
 

In Solidarity, Orval Plumlee 
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DEADLINE 

for the November - December issue of  

LOCAL VOICES  

is Friday October 15, 2010. 
 

Submissions should be turned in to Darlene at the 

union hall or emailed to:   
          

news-editor@local2209.org 
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Beware  union  workers, the  republicans  are  at  it  again  

A recent opinion piece on foxnews.com 

about what the Republican agenda should 

consist of if they win one or both houses 

of Congress takes direct aim at union 

laborers. The 10 point agenda was written 

by Christian Whiton. He served in the 

George W. Bush administration as an 

official in the State Department.  
 

Why do the Republicans hate unions so 

much? Probably because we stand in the 

way of employers dragging wages and 

benefits down even further from their 

current levels.  
 

9. Limit Union Power. Politicians of both 

parties love to talk about positioning 

America for the 21st century. They could 

actually do so by revising labor laws that 

are stuck in the 1930s and aid special 

interests while harming the middle class. 

Repealing the pro-union Davis-Bacon Act 

of 1931, which inflates the cost of public 

works projects and is one reason 

Americans spend so much time in traffic 

jams, would be a good start.  

New federal laws should help bring the 

increasingly extravagant pensions and 

benefits of unionized public employees in 

line with those of the Americans they 

serve. 
 

Theyôve set their sights on us. Vote wisely 

this November 2. 
 

Kirk Swenson, Newspaper staff 

Our Editorial Policy  
 

To our readers: This newspaper is the voice of your local 

and international union. This is our only vehicle for 

bringing to you, on a regular basis, the views of the 

leaders you elected, so you can evaluate them. 

The newspaper also is the voice of the membership. We 

welcome articles from UAW members and stories about 

members. 

All articles should contribute positively to the welfare of 

this union and its members.  

We will accept no attacks on any union leader or member. 

We will accept a thoughtful discussion of all related 

issues in the letters column. 

We reserve the right to reply to those that seem to reflect 

a misunderstanding of the union and its policies. 

Thanks for your support, and we look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 

Quote  of  Note  
 

 
"There's a direct 

relationship between 

the bread box and the 

ballot box.ò 

 

         - Walter Reuther  



1
st

 Shift District 3 Alernate Committeeperson 1
st

 Shift District 4 Alernate Committeeperson

Shane Haston      -      27 Mitch Dischner   -   51      WINNER

David Hoover      -      30    WINNER John Morykon   -    23

Steve M. Banacka   -   12

2
nd

 Shift District 7 Alternate Committeeperson 2
nd

 Shift District 8 Alternate Committeeperson

Jermail Craig      -      22 Mike Reed          -       50     WINNER

Jim Fox          -          49    WINNER Justin Baumgartner   -  31

Thad McCallister   -   31

2
nd

 Shift District 9 Alternate Committeeperson 2
nd

 Shift District 12 Committeeperson

Parker G. Winchester  -  Unopposed Benjamin Johnson   -   29

John C. Dohner, Jr. -  42

Chad Brumbaugh   -   79     WINNER

3
rd

 Shift District 14 Committeeperson 3
rd

 Shift District 14 Alternate Committeeperson

Ronnie Hampton   -   44 Joe Sphar        -        94     WINNER

Gregory Bedford   -  80     WINNER David Bartkowiak  - 27

Frank Bromley     -    4

3
rd

 Shift District 15 Committeeperson 3
rd

 Shift District 15 Alternate Committeeperson

Roy Munguia   -   Unopposed Amber Marks    -    5

Eric Roberts    -     54     WINNER

Amanda Meier  -   25

3
rd

 Shift District 16 Committeeperson 3
rd

 Shift District 16 Alternate Committeeperson

David Estep   -   Unopposed William Thompson   -   Unopposed

3
rd

 Shift District 17 Committeeperson 3
rd

 Shift District 17 Alternate Committeeperson

Monica Williams   -   34 Donnie Ruddick     -    29

Mike Hoof     -         35 Jeffery Norris      -       52

Aaron B. Roach   -   56     WINNER Christopher Phillips  -  64     WINNER

Michael Zulmbro  -   32

Caravan Knight Alternate Committeeperson

DeMarcus Davis   -   Unopposed

 Annual  uaw  local  2209  family  picnic  

 

  Saturday September 11, 2010, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

 Food Beverages Car Show Live Music   

 

Solidarity Disc Jockey Fun For Kids 

 

    Picnic is for the membership  
and retirees & their families  

 

Reminder: The new Indiana liquor law requires proof of 

age for consumption of alcohol. Please bring your driverôs 

license if you wish to drink a beer. 

 

Picnic is held on the grounds of Local 2209 

 

Results of the Elections from July 29, 2010 



 

RECYCLE  this paper.    
Pass it on to a non -union 

acquaintance . 

Walter Reuther and Cesar Chavez stood in the bright 

California sun as the building dedication ceremony 

proceeded. The plaque on the cornerstone of the building 

read: ñIn memory of our brother, Roy L. Reuther, who 

understood our struggle.ò Roy died in January 1968 of a 

massive heart attack. The building was the recently 

completed national headquarters of the United Farm 

Workers (UFW) Union. The struggle was one familiar to 

the Reuther brothers, the creation of a union so workers 

would have rights and respect. It did not matter that it was 

grapes instead of gears; the underlying principles were the 

same and the UAW would support their cause. 

Roy Reuther made Walter 

aware of the fruit pickersô long 

hours and working conditions. 

In December 1965, Walter was 

in California for the AFL-CIO 

convention and the grape strike 

was in its third month. At the 

conclusion of the convention, 

Walter left San Francisco to fly 

to Delano, California, to join 

the striking pickers. He was at 

the front of a thousand people, 

marching through the streets of 

Delano, carrying a red sign that 

read: Huelga (Strike). He 

remarked, ñI havenôt felt 

anything like this since the old 

days.ò He spoke to both the 

strikers and the townôs mayor. 

To the strikers, he said, ñThere 

is no power in the world like 

the power of free men working 

together in a just cause.ò To the mayor of Delano he said, 

ñYou tell all the growers that sooner or later these guys are 

going to winé. Why not talk now and avoid all the 

bitterness?ò To help sustain the strike, Walter Reuther 

pledged that the UAW would give $5,000 a month to help 

sustain the strikers. Additionally, Reuther added another 

$5,000 as a Christmas gift. 

Walter continued to provide help for the grape pickers 

even after he left. He bent the ear of Senator Robert 

Kennedy to convince him to see the struggles of the 

workers first-hand. Kennedy was on the panel of the Senate 

Subcommittee on Migratory Labor that held hearings in 

Delano in March 1966. In an exchange between Kennedy 

and the county sheriff, the sheriff explained how the 

striking grape pickers were arrested prior to violating any 

law. Kennedy scolded, ñCould I suggest that in the interim  

period of time, in the luncheon period of time, 

that the sheriff and the district attorney read the 

Constitution of the United States?ò Laughter 

filled the hearing room as Kennedy exposed the 

illegality of the sheriffôs conduct. 

 When the grape harvest concluded, the strike 

tactic changed from picketing to promoting a boycott of 

California table grapes. Months and months of work on 

the boycott paid dividends by 1969 as the cities of Detroit, 

Chicago, New York, Boston, Montreal and Toronto halted 

sales of the grapes. One young Toronto organizer, 

soliciting support for the boycott, confronted two young 

men one day and asked, ñExcuse me, could I ask you to 

help the farmworkers by not buying grapes?ò The men 

turned and showed her the backs of their jackets which 

were adorned with large UAW emblems. They turned 

again and assured her, ñWeôre all for you.ò 

Solidarity is to be shared. One time, when the monetary 

donation which Walter 

delivered to striking workers 

drew wondering expressions 

from other UAW officials, 

Walter reminded them, ñWho 

helped us back in 1936 and 

1937é? The Coal Minersé

the Clothing Workerséas 

long as I am identified with 

the leadership of this great 

union we are going to extend a 

hand of solidarity to every 

group of workers who are 

struggling for justice.ò Viva la 

causa! (Long live our cause!) 
 

Kirk Swenson 

Newspaper staff 
 

Historical Endnote: The first 

grape grower to agree to a 

union contract did so in April 

1970. Other growers followed 

suit over the next few months. The contracts were signed 

July 29th in Reuther Hall and the grape pickersô base 

hourly rate increased from $1.65 to $1.80 with increased 

piece-rate bonuses. A joint committee was negotiated to 

oversee pesticide use. Additionally, the growers would 

pay ten cents per hour into a health and welfare plan. Soon 

the boxes carrying the grapes across the country would 

bear the UFWôs union label.  

 

   WALTER  REUTHE R  
                        

  Leader     Activist     Visionary  

 

Walter Reuther (front left) and Cesar Chavez (front right) 

at the dedication ceremony for the United Farm Workers 

union national headquarters. The building was dedicated to 

Roy L. Reuther who helped raise the awareness of the plight 

of the migrant pickers.  

Photo courtesy of the Walter Reuther Library - Wayne State 

University. 



Sheldon Cherry accepts a retirement 

watch box from District 6 

Committeeman, Keith Babler. Sheldon 

most recently worked in Reliability on 

1st shift.     

             

            Photo by  Dave Cornish 

Retirees            We Wish You Well 
Sheldon Cherry, Donna Collicott, John Davis, Sharon Doornbos, Danny Haffner, 

Larry Jones & Ronald Tyler. 

UAW V-CAP is an independent political 

committee created by the UAW. 

Contributions to UAW V-CAP are purely 

voluntary, and are not conditions of 

membership in the union or employment in 

the company. Members have the right to 

refuse to contribute without fear of reprisal.  

Please see UAW V-CAP flyers posted in 

union bulletin boards for complete 

information about UAW V-CAP tickets. 
 

Drawing will be held December 11, 2010, 

at the UAW Region 3 Auto Council 

meeting. 

V-Cap  Tickets  Sales  Are  Underway  
 

UAW members and their families are able to contribute and win again this year by purchasing V-CAP tickets. 

Tickets this year are $5 a book (5 tickets) instead of $10 as in the past.  

As you are aware, unions are restricted from using dues dollars in helping to elect federal candidates. In order  

for us try and help candidates who support working men and women, we ask members to 

make voluntary contributions by buying V-CAP tickets from CAP Committee members, or 

signing up for Voluntary Check Off at the hall during regular business hours.  

All sectors of our union are under attack. That it is why it is imperative that we do what we 

can to elect candidates who support our issues, not those of corporate America. 

 

1
st 

Prize         $5,000  

2
nd

 prize         $3,000  

3
rd

 prize         $2,000  

25 th   Anniversary  
Commemorative  Items  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Education Committee is selling 

these fine items. You can get them at 

the hall during business hours. Cost 

for the insulated mug (left) is $5 and 

$6 for the glass stein. Hold history in 

your hand while enjoying your 

favorite beverage. Bring them to the 

upcoming picnic and this will reduce 

usage of disposable plastic cups. 

Back  To  School! 
Pack your kids a union-made lunch! 
 

Breads 

Aunt Millieôs, Butternut, Country 

Hearth, Perfection and Holsum Soft 

Twist 
 

Welchôs Jellies and JIF peanut butter 
 

Deli Meats 

Boarôs Heads, Armour, Healthy Choice 

and Butterball 
 

Frenchôs Mustard 

Hidden Valley Ranch Salad Dressing 
 

Dannon and Yoplait yogurt 

Vlassic pickles 
 

Snacks 

Crunch ón Munch, Frito-Lay, Slim Jim, 

Snyder pretzels, Wise Snacks and Sara 

Lee 
 

Continued in next column 

Drinks 

Minute Maid, Welchôs juices, V8 

Splash 
 

Soups 

Campbellôs, College Inn and 

Healthy Choice 

 

From: The Union Label Committee 



       We celebrate 25 years with a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bill Robinson (Material 3rd shift) works  

his brush during one of over 20 Paint-A

-Thons, which our local has 

participated in over the years. 

Interior of the hall during construction in 1989. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Former Recording Secretary Mark Weber 

(left) and former President and Financial 

Secretary Jim Zent participate in an 

informational picket  supporting UFCW 

Local 700 at the Lima Road Meijerôs store in 

1995. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Former President Randy Schmidt 

marches in the 1992 Solidarity Day rally 

in Washington, D.C.. This Labor Day 

weekend rally was attended by over a 

million workers. Fort Wayne sent 3 full 

coach buses with over 130 union 

members participating. 

Our 1st president Roger Anclam speaks to the 

membership during the 10th anniversary of the local in 

1995. 
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years  


