
 

       UAW Local 2209, PO Box 579, Roanoke, IN 46783  Nov. ï Dec.   2010 Nov. ï Dec.   2010 

 
Hall number  

(260) 672-2209 
 

Fax (260) 672-9220 
 

E-Mail us at:  
news -editor@local2209.org  

LOCAL  VOICES 

 

INSIDE  THIS  ISSUE: 

P. 2  LUPA awards announced  

P. 4  Reuther and King in 1963 

P. 5  Nelsonôs view 

P. 6 c7  Photos, photos, photos 

P. 8  Union-made Thanksgiving 

P. 9  Message from the president 

P. 11 Home for the holidays 

Special  
25t

h   A
nnivers

ary
  I

ssue 

Umbrellas were a popular accessory for the 2010 

family picnic. President Orval Plumlee summed it up 

appropriately by stating, ñEven though it was a rainy 

day. It was a great day.ò See more photos on page 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hall was buzzing the last two months with crowds 

of people celebrating. Itôs always a pleasure to see and 

speak with so many of our members. The celebration of 25 

years as a local is a nice milestone. When it comes in 

conjunction with our local being at its highest membership 

numbers is fantastic in an age of closing factories and 

declining union rolls. Our newly-elected President Bob 

King is committed to organizing more members. He wants 

our voice to be heard and we will take to the streets in 

support of this philosophy. We did it in Kokomo and 

Washington, D.C. in October. There will be more 

opportunities. Please read Financial Secretary Gwen 

Winstonôs account of the Kokomo rally and the 

information about the GimmeFive program which I am 

encouraging everyone to get involved in. 

As we turn the calendar to 2011, there are a lot of 

important events coming up. Triennial elections and the 

bargaining of our next contract are chief among them. 

These events can be a source of stress for the membership. 

So before we get into all that, take some time to enjoy the 

upcoming holidays. If you have two additional weeks 

away from work, please stay safe. We want to see 

everyone back in January. 
 

Orval Plumlee 

President 

 

  Family Picnic and 25th Anniversary Party Bring Us Together for Fun Times 

VP McKibben Elected to Region 3 Auto Council Office 

Local 2209 Vice President Todd McKibben 

received unanimous support and was elected Vice 

President of UAW Region 3 Auto Council. He will 

continue to serve our membership while also 

performing his Region 3 Auto Council duties 

whenever they meet. Their next meeting is 

scheduled for December. UAW Region 3 covers 

workers in Indiana and Kentucky. We congratulate 

Todd on his victory and know he will make us 

proud with his work in this new arena. 

 

Sweet Cinnsations created the UAW wheel logo with 

cupcakes for the 25th anniversary party. 
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DEADLINE 

for the January - February issue of  

LOCAL VOICES  

is Friday December 17, 2010. 
 

Submissions should be turned in to Darlene at the 

union hall or emailed to:   
          

news-editor@local2209.org 

Financial Report  
August 2010 

 

Beginning Balance    

Income     

Total Expenses    

Account Balance    

 
 

Financial Report  
September 2010 

 

Beginning Balance    

Income     

Total Expenses    

Account Balance    
 

Our Editorial Policy  
 

To our readers: This newspaper is the voice of your local 

and international union. This is our only vehicle for 

bringing to you, on a regular basis, the views of the 

leaders you elected, so you can evaluate them. 

The newspaper also is the voice of the membership. We 

welcome articles from UAW members and stories about 

members. 

All articles should contribute positively to the welfare of 

this union and its members.  

We will accept no attacks on any union leader or member. 

We will accept a thoughtful discussion of all related 

issues in the letters column. 

We reserve the right to reply to those that seem to reflect 

a misunderstanding of the union and its policies. 

Thanks for your support, and we look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 
 

2209  Hall  Hours 
 

     Monday - Friday            6:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Local  2209  Wins  Five  Awards In  LUPA  Contest  

                 The UAW-LUPA Excellence in Communications Contest recognizes UAW locals 

     that have achieved outstanding labor communications. The awards are for the 2009 

                calendar year. 

                 Our website cleaned-up with four awards in six categories including a first place in 

     the General Excellence category. The website also was awarded two second places 

     and a third place. Contest judges had flattering remarks about the site: ñToo much 

     information? Never! But there is SO much hereé. We loved the blog of the UAW 

     International Convention. Almost like being there.ò Hats off to our webmaster Randy 

     Brown. See whatôs new on our localôs website at www.local2209.org/. 

Our newspaper, Local Voices, was awarded an honorable mention in the Best Use of Original Photo or Graphic category 

in Division 1B (newsletters over 1,500 circulation). The entry was the two-page layout of photos from last yearôs family 

picnic. 

President Plumlee swears in newly-

elected Unit #3 Chair Josh Clark at the 

August membership meeting. 

             Photo by Kirk Swenson 

Unit #3 CaravanKnight 

Shop Chairperson 

Election Results from 

August 20, 2010 

 
Sheila Levett       18 

Joshua E. Clark   28  WINNER  

 

 

Results submitted by the 

Election Committee 

 

 



 

I had the opportunity, as one of this localôs trustees, to 

attend a UAW financial conference to learn more about 

union finances. It was held at Black Lake in August. 

International auditor Larry Fluke was our instructor. I 

learned we have to watch the bank statements and make 

sure all interest accrued on certificates of deposit is 

deposited and recorded. Trustees also have to make sure all 

deposits are correct by calling vendors. 

The annual Indiana-Kentucky baseball game was also 

held during the conference. I was lucky enough to watch 

Indiana beat Kentucky for the first time in 10 years. The 

winning Hoosiers really celebrated their victory! 

One thing that I noticed at mealtime at Black Lake was 

members of the same local sitting together and talking 

about what they had learned in class. However, I was 

aware of a separation between younger members and older 

members. This was sad to see. I believe the older UAW 

members have so much knowledge to share that would be 

valuable for the younger generation of workers. The old 

guard fought a lot of battles from which we are benefiting. 

There will be new and tougher battles for the younger 

ones to fight. Times have changed and we all need to be 

open to new ideas. 

 The Womenôs Committee planted flowers this past 

spring at Renaissance Village nursing home for the 

enjoyment of the residents. This fall we will be planting 

bulbs so they will add some beauty to the facility when 

they bloom next spring. 

 Three members of the Womenôs Committee had the 

privilege of attending the Womenôs Conference at Black 

Lake in August. Brenda Sample, Colleen Singer and 

Alissa Williams learned a lot and had a very good time. 

 I hope everyone had a great summer and an enjoyable 

fall. 
 

Carol Schultz 

Trustee and Womenôs Committee chair 

 

   

  A  Quick  Update  ...  

 

Retirees                      We Wish You Well 
 

Steve Black, Larry Brey, Jr., Dennis Gutheridge, Gary Hannah, Michael Heaton, Colleen Humberg, James E. Jones, 

Linda Raddenbach, Joel Reynolds, Ronald Ritsema, Michael Socha, Gary Storch, Luz Tello and Patrick Wilson. 

 
   Kokomo March is the First Step 
 

At the 35th UAW Convention in June 2010, Bob King launched the GimmeFive 

Program. GimmeFive recruits and engages our members to mobilize, organize, 

build power, and win justice within our unions and communities. Examples of this 

program are the recent One Nation Working Together rally in Washington D.C. and 

the Save Our Jobs, Save America rally in Kokomo, Indiana, on the same day. 

I participated in the rally in Kokomo. Although it was cold and rainy, Local 

2209 had a good turnout. We marched around the Howard County Courthouse. 

Many waves of support from the people working inside the small business uplifted 

us as we circled the courthouse block. After the march, numerous speakers 

addressed the crowd. The theme that I took away from that day was we must unite 

workers across barriers that may divide us. As our numbers grow, we can turn our 

collective body into a loud voice that cannot be ignored. 

You can get involved too by going to the www.gimmefiveuaw.org web site.  

Once youôve signed up, you will receive a confirmation email with information on 

tracking your activities. Tracking your activities is as easy as calling or texting your 

information. There are five activities to complete; and once each one is 

accomplished, you will receive a button recognizing your hard work for that part of 

the program. 

The www.gimmefiveuaw.org website is also a place where members can meet, 

report their progress, get new ideas, and learn about up and coming events.  

We will continue to come together and march to protect our rights and for job 

creation. So join us. 
 

In Solidarity,  

Gwen Winston 

Financial Secretary 

There are four ways members 

can sign up. 

1. By Texting to 313-288-9979 

2. By Calling 313-288-9979 

3. By going on line at 

www.gimefiveuaw.org  

4. Or by filling out a ñsign 

up card.ò (cards are  

    available from the UAW 

Education &          

Mobilization)            

Department. 

 

 



      WALTER   REUTHER  
                        

     Leader      Activist      Visionar y 

ñThis rally is not the end, itôs the beginning.ò - Walter  Reuther 

ñNineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning.ò - Martin Luther King, Jr.  

continued on next page >>>>> 

Both of these great men were on the same stage and the 

same page when they spoke to over 250,000 people in 

August 1963 during the March on Washington for Jobs and 

Freedom. Their speeches diverged where one spoke of 

jobs, the other spoke of freedom. Reuther said, ñI take the 

position if we can have full employment and full 

production for the negative ends of war then we should be 

able to have a job for every American seeking the positive 

blessings of peace.ò King opened his remarks by stating, ñI 

am happy to join with you today in what will go down in 

history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the 

history of our nation.ò Despite their individual perspectives 

on jobs and freedom, there is a similarity of rhetoric and 

purpose. 

The two men were in 

agreement on the timetable 

for jobs and freedom ï 

Now. Reuther simply 

stated, ñI believe that they 

(Blacks) cannot and should 

not wait until some distant 

tomorrow. They should 

demand freedom now, here 

and now.ò King offered, 

ñThis is not time to engage 

in the luxury of cooling off 

or to take the tranquilizing 

drug of gradualism. Now is 

the time to make real the 

promises of democracy.ò 

Both are speaking of the 

pending civil rights 

legislation, but for these 

men the connection 

between jobs and freedom were part of the circle of ñLife, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.ò 

Reuther and King knew the timetable of ñNowò could 

lead some to use means that would be detrimental to the 

cause, so they warned of these actions. The President of the 

United Auto Workers reminded the audience, ñWe must 

search for answers in the light of reason through rational 

and responsible action.ò The President of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference challenged the crowd, ñIn 

the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be 

guilty of wrongful deeds.ò The two speakers knew that 

raising one group of people did not demand that a different  

groupôs rights be reversed.  

Police were singled out for rebuke because of their 

discriminatory deeds by both the man of labor and the man 

of God. The unionist pointed out that ñWhen Bull Connor 

with his police dogs and fire hoses destroys freedom in 

Birmingham, he is destroying my freedom in Detroit.ò The 

clergyman recognized the struggle of individuals whose 

ñquest for freedom left you battered by the storms of 

persecution and staggered by the winds of police 

brutality.ò These violent images of police action in the 

South were burned into the consciousness of the nation via 

television and newspapers; its mention needed no 

explanation. 

    The two leaders understood what lay ahead even after 

passage of the proposed Civil 

Rights legislation. Walter 

spoke of the ñwork to do in 

the vineyards of modern 

democracy in every 

communityéto mobilize the 

moral conscience of America 

so we can win freedom and 

justice and equality and first 

class citizenship for every 

American, not just certain 

Americansé.ò He knew this 

work needed to take place 

ñfrom Boston to Birmingham, 

from New York to New 

Orleans and from Michigan to 

Mississippi.ò Martin warned 

the crowd, ñLet us not wallow 

in the valley of despair.ò He 

understood the difficulties, but 

he had a dream ñthat one day 

this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 

creed: óWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 

men are created equal.ôò The dream was rooted in freedom 

and he closed with the now familiar refrain: ñLet freedom 

ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. Let freedom ring 

from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. Let freedom ring 

from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. Let freedom 

ring.ò And the bell did toll for freedom. But it also tolled 

for Walter and Martin. These two great leaders were 

snatched away from us before their time. Together that 

day in August 1963 on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, 

the two stood proudly before those who marched on  

 

Walter Reuther grasps the arm of Martin Luther King, Jr. at the 

Lincoln Memorial on August 28, 1963. 

Photo courtesy of the Walter Reuther LibraryðWayne State 

University. 

 

 

 



My Union - My Power - Our Success! 
 

My union I say, and I say it proudly, for if I donôt, then why do I fight so hard 

for it. My union I say over and over, for with it I can achieve great things for 

my family, myself, my fellow brothers/sisters and my country. I hold 

ownership of my union, not because I pay my dues, but because I involve 

myself in it. My money is not my dues, my time is, for time is a precious 

commodity which we hold dearly and fight for fiercely. The time I give to 

my union must be given wisely and with great thought, for giving this 

commodity comes at a price - the price of time away from my family, friends 

and other things that I enjoy! 
 

My Union - My Power - Our Success!  
 

My power I say, and I say it proudly, for the brothers and sisters that have 

come before me have made great sacrifices so that this union and its values 

are not only instilled in us, but are the standards for all work in the United 

States. My power I say, for people have died so that we may succeed and 

their blood not shed in vain. My power I say, for when we speak, we speak as 

a whole. Without one another, we are powerless and left begging for scraps. 

My power I say, for when we walk the picket line, we walk together hand in 

hand. My power I say, for when I fall, I know that my fellow brothers and 

sisters will be there to pick me up. For if a brother/sister does not pick me up, 

then he/she is not my brother/sister and does not add to my power, but 

hinders it. If I should fall, Pick Me Up! For if you leave me on the ground 

helpless and alone, you will be destined to follow, for we are nothing without 

unity, and if divided, we will fall. My power is derived from the people 

around me, for we are one. My power is yours, as yours is mine. Let us not 

squander that power, but harness it. Let us not be weak. Let us be strong. Let 

us be UNITED! 
 

My Union - My Power - Our Success!  
 

Our success I say, and I say it proudly, for if I succeed, we succeed. Our 

unionôs success is not derived from individuals, but by the collective effort of 

all its members. Our success will further prosper when we harness the power  

 

<<<<<  continued from previous page  
 

Washington for jobs and freedom. They 

knew it was only the beginning.  

 

Kirk Swenson 

Newspaper staff 

 

Walter Reuther was president of the 

UAW from 1946 to 1970. This article is 

another in a series about him. The 

series won the International Labor 

Communications Association award for 

Best Labor History Story (Local 

Unions) for 2008. this article previously 

appeared in the Local 95 Union News, 

Janesville, Wisconsin, and is reprinted 

with their permission. 

Attention  Hunters!!  
 

Anyone who wishes to donate any 

wild game from their hunting 

success for the 2011 Wild Game 

Feed / Solidarity Dance, please 

contact Dave Bartkowiak at 260-

348-3058.  

 

The event is organized by the 

Recreation/Conservation 

committee and is usually held in 

March.  
 

 

RECYCLE this paper.  

Pass it on to a non - union acquaintance.  

of diversity and find the assets that are submersed within it. Many believe that 

diversity is measured solely by the color of oneôs skin. This belief is wrong and 

disheartening. Diversity is also measured by other things such as oneôs ethnicity, 

religious beliefs, gender, level of knowledge, where one grew up, how one grew up, 

and oneôs culture, among many other traits. When we can assess our assets and 

utilize them effectively, we can further succeed by leaps and bounds, for everyone 

plays a role in this union, be it big or small. Let us not squander opportunities. Let 

us learn from the past, assess our needs, and utilize our assets so that we can 

succeed. I am me, and special in every way. Let my diversity, and that which sets 

me apart, be your asset and your success, for I am a union brother and what I have, I 

give to you. Knowing that as I give, I will receive in return two-fold, for your 

success is my success and my success is OUR SUCCESS! 

 

Solidarity Forever!!!!!!  

Nelson Rodriguez 

Trim 3rd shift 
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Family  

Picnic  

Photos  

Officer Treat escorts a surprised member to 

lock-up for the Jail and Bail fundraiser. 

The caricature artist shows off his fine drawing 

of the Maxwells. 

The line for cotton candy was as long as the treat was sweet. 

The steel drum band provided entertainment for diners and the 

new pavilion provided shelter for all. 

It wouldnôt be a picnic without a plate of food, 

plastic utensils and some sticky fingers. 

Uplifting gospel music  

reached beyond the  

Chaplaincy Committeeôs 

tent. 

Photos  

by  

Diana Bovie-Koomler 

and 

Kirk Swenson 

The colorful play area was a dry spot for 

the kids to burn off some of their youthful 

energy. 


