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Hol di ng Our Heads Hig

As you read this report, Local 2209 members are demands sent to the union. On June 18, 2011, when the
starting to look to the end of the year and reflecting on theontract was due, the Coupled Products managers, just
accomplishments of 2011. In the area of givingwe haves ai d fit hat was our offer. o
again fulfilled needs throughout the community. Helpingwor ker s hourly wage woul d
those in need throughout the year are exampled in our Workers would pay an increased share in health coverage
support for the March of Dimes, Make-A-Wish, the to the point that they would need to write a check to the
American Cancer Society, Northeast Indiana needy company each Friday to keep coverage. Coupled Products
veterans, The East Wayne Street Center, The Urban  knew the UAW would go on strike and ask the company
League, Sheppardébés Hous e whegdiaieringood/ithanevent fhdt leas sllbnbtv at i o
Army, Habitat for Humanity, The Fort Wayne Rescue  happened. The company has never responded to the
Mission, Honor Flight Northeast Indiana, UAW Local requests from the 2049 leadership to meet. Coupled
2049, UAW Local 57 retirees, U.S. Postal Service union Products did not force any wage decreases on their skilled
members and Teamsters Local 414. Our help comes in trades who are also part of the 2049 membership. Since
various forms including monetary, volunteers and standidgine 18, letters sent by the 2049 leadership asking to

in solidarity with other union members when their negotiate have gone unanswered. The plant continues to
livelihood is threatened. We can be very proud of the  build product and ship it with scab production workers.
money we donated to build a ramp for the home of The long range goal of Coupled Products maybe to go out
Brandon Long who is a veteran of the Iraq War. of business or move it elsewhere. We do not know yet. As

We cannot forget the support we have shown for our a union we just want the company to come to the table
fellow UAW brothers and sisters on strike at Local 2049 and make an attempt at negotiating. Unfortunately, that is
against Coupled Products in Columbia City. We donatednot happening. We ask that you continue to keep these
food left over food from our Solidarity Day event to them strikers in your thoughts and the continued gestures of
and we collected funds they could use to administer helpgiwing shown by this membership is well received by the
some of the members in more dire straits. Againstthe st ri ki ng members. fAThank yo
worst of odds and with the worst of employers, these UAWo u a l | have been so giving
members chose to go on strike and have stood together UAW 2049 President Kathy Smith.
since June 18, 2011. Many ask me, who is this company The last day for business to be conducted at the hall for
and what is this strike about? Here is some information daime year will be Friday, December 16. The hall will be
Coupled Products. The plant in Whitley County is east ofopen for the December membership meeting on Saturday,
Columbia City and outside of the downtown area. It is a December 17 at 11:00 a.m.
former Dana location that was sold to Coupled Products inThe union hall will beCLOSED THE ENTIRE WEEK
2007, a company that had no history in the automotive before Christmas: December 1.23. It will re-open for
supply business. The company (based in Rochester Hillsiegular business INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
MI.) was created just to buy this business unit from Danaon Tuesday, '

They also own a plant in Mexico, where several of the jodanuary 3, 2012. JEERNCR S AN SRR RS ERN A8

from here have been sent over the last few years. When thdave a safe .4 1 6dreaming of a ...

new owners took over i n 2&8ndappy hohdafe= Chiii goes through roof 1
continue to honor the exiseasomg UA 9 . 0
June of 2011 with the contract close to being completed, -6 -7 Photos and more photos

Local 2049 leadership received an outline of the demands Solidarity, . 8 The champ is here

the company was making wh MakGewaarts -19 Koniet hiockey:discouri - [CE
|l eave it offer. o Negotiations wer on

P. 12 Graphs and commentary



Leadership Photos | Solidarity Day Party Winners

Recreation / Conservation Committee: Foursome of golf yvon
by both Mel Sweeney and Carman Darland

Retirees: Green Bay Packers cornhole game won by Diaha
Bovie-Koomler

Civil and Human Rights Committee: iPad won by Rick

Seelge

Uni on Label Commi ttee: Koéhex
Ratkos

Womends Committee: Wi i & it
Sweeney

Guess the pumpkin weight: Three people guessed corregtly
and Kaden Davidson was declared the winner. The weight of
the pumpkin was 45 Ibs.

Ghada Srour Ri char\a”ﬁO)
Trustee 3 shift Zone Unit 1

Vet erands Committee teams up with the

As in yearbés past, Local 22096s Veteranbs Commitit|lee

will be at all three entrances. You can bring a new, unwrapped toy and place in these barrels until Friday Decgmber 2.
A gate collection is also planned for Friday November 18, so you can donate that way as well. Marines have cpnducte
successful nationwide campaigns at Christmas each year [since

1948.The initial objective that remains the hallmark of the
program today is to fibring th
needy c 8ince it inceptionoovet00 million toys
have been distributed to more than 188 million needy children
Letdbs do our part again this

Financial Report for August 2011

2209 Hall Hours Beginning Balance $
Income $

Mon. - Fri.  6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Total Expenses $
Account Balance $

Our Editorial Poli : i
ur Editorial Folicy Financial Report for September 2011

To our readersThis newspaper is the voice of your loca

and international union. This is our only vehicle for Beginning Balance 3
bringing to you, on a regular basis, the views of the Ieaderslncome $
you elected, so you can evaluate them. Total Expenses $
The newspaper also is the voice of the membership. W& Account Balance $
welcome articles from UAW members and stories abopt

members.

All articles should contribute positively to the welfare o DEADLINE
this union and its members.

We will accept no attacks on any union leader or mem
We will accept a thoughtful discussion of all related isS
in the letters column.

We reserve the right to reply to those that seem to refl
misunderstanding of the union and its policies.

Thanks for your support, and we look forward to hearif
from you.

for the January February issue of

LOCAL VOICES
is Friday December 9, 2011.

Submissions should be turned in to Darlene a
union hall or emailed to:

newseditor@local2209.org




Retirees We Wish You Well

Keith Christianson, Victor Cuevas, Lawrence Donaldson, Brad Eckert, George Filby, Doug Karnes, $tanley
Nonn, Larry Radford, Larry Stevens, Dan Trabel, Betty Tse, Ken Walker, Karen Wilcox and Bob Wixom.

— Retiree Report —

Social Security did not Cause the Federal Deficit and it guestion. By scrapping the Social Security tax cap and

is not in Crisis subjecting all wages above $106,800 to the payroll tax
- Social Security has not contributed a penny to the (and not counting additional earnings toward benefits),
deficit. In fact, it has a $2.7 trillion surplus in 2011, Soci al Secur it yyearfuednggag e p
which is projected to grow to $3.7 trillion by 2022. can be closed. Just 6 percent of the population has

- Claims that Social Security cannot pay its bills in 2011 wages above that cap.
are false. Social Security is projected to have a $69.3Fource: strengthensocialsecurity.org
billion surplus in 2011 based on revenue of $807.7 pecember Meetingi Catered Lunch

billion and outlays of $738.4 billion. It is true that UAW Retiree Chapter 2209 will provide a catered lunch
Social Security outlays will exceed tax revenues for Tuesday, December 13. Payment and reservations are
20116 something that has occurred 17 times since required by Thursday, December 8. Dues paying retirees

1957 and is neither unusual, nor noteworthy. and their spouse or significant other will pay $7 per
person. Nordues paying retirees and their spouse or

’ Ir? _201_1' _SOCial Securi'Fy Is projecte.d.to have $738.4 significant other and all others will pay $12 per person.

from tax contributions, $114.9 billion (14%) is intereStmperative to make reservations so Peace & Plenty
earnings from the investment of its accumulated Catering can provide sufficient food for those in

surplus, and $22.7 billion (3%) is dedicated proceedsattendance.
from the taxation of benefits. Chapter Retiree Meetings

. Social Security cannot borrow or go into debt. Its Meetings are held thé‘avednesday of each month at
benefits must be paid only from its dedicated revenue-0:00 a.m. at the Local 2209 union hall. Upcoming
L N . meetings are December 13 (date change), January 18 and
which is primarily from contributions paid by February 15
employers and workers. Retirees, retiree spouses, and surviving spouses are
- Social Security can pay all benefits in full through ~ welcome to attend the meetings. We also welcome
2035. After then it can pay 77% of benefits decreasirig@nsfers from other retiree chapters.

to 74% in 2085 and beyond. Change of Address or Status Change

.The real causes of t he n &leasenetiyfRetireq Chapiet 2209 [ ypwr adgress ore i t
have been President Bus PR hasghanged,needs corgpctionpryfihe retifeg has o
. passed away.
the Great Recession, the costs of the Iraq and

Afghanistan wars, the economic stimulus and recovefyontact Information _
spending and the Wall Street bank bailout. Email:  chapter2209.recsecty@gmail.com
Phone: 2604897833

Sol ving Soci aiTersBuading $horab s L@ region3.uaw.org/local2209retiree
Without Benefit Cuts
tln Solidarity,

- Social Security is fully affordable. Its projected defici Gary Schepp
. : 0 , R
after 2035 . s S t 0.8% R§ti¥ee ehgprter Zg(ﬁ)tRécgré}na §ecr8t§ryo nomy., or
GDP, about the same size as extending the Bush t
cuts for the top two percent of the wealthiest

The National Nuclear Safety Administration just completed
an operation to secure and dispose of more than 72 pounds of

Americans. weaponsgrade uranium from Kazakhstan. That very
.Whether Social Secur it y| dangerousstuffhasnowbeendeblended intolowgrade |, | ¢
eliminated through benefit cuts, tax increases, or so uranium, meaning it no longer threatens you. As Rachel
’ ’ Maddow stated, fAThese are |your

combination of the two, is a political, not an economl o d . o




%% ?Xﬁ Campbells Create a Holiday Favorite S A

The work gloves hide the talent. The hands that graspthe early evening jazz musicians playing standards to
twist, pound and lift to assemble trucks have skills beyond at e evening rock band p
the repetitive tasks that we ask of them. For Russ Camplagik] other classic rock fare.
this talent is creating music. As a musician, he plays bass The Campbells may not double book themselves at
and keyboards. As an arranger, he sometimes draws notdsferent venues at the same time, but they do perform
on a musical staff between installing propshafts in Chassamost every other weekend playing weddings, parties
Last year he put these talents to work producing an alburohurch functions. And as the holiday season approach
of Christmas music with his family. they will be playing Christmas songs for their audience

Home for Christmaby These audiences can now purchase a disc for their
The Campbells showcases thistening pleasure. Moreover, their music can now reag
talents of this musical family. larger audience because of the internet. Their CD is
The children are the real starsavailable for download on iTunes, Amazon and at
on this CD. Alyssa (piano ~ CDBaby.com. (Typ&he Campbells Home for Christma|
and flute), Emma (violin) and in the search boxes).

Trey (cello) breathe life into

| the 11 songs. Russ explained
that one of the reasons for
recording the disc was an
opportunity to capture this
moment in his
musical journeys. The song
arrangements were sharpened
in practice sessions and the
yearly performances at the
Edward Jones Christmas

party. While performance requires concentration, recording
requires patience. Sometimes there are numerous takes to
get the one which makes it onto the finished product. Some
of the songs have seven or eight violin tracks to create a
fuller sound. Additionally, Alyssa, Emma and their mother, Russ explained how interesting it is to look at the
Julie, step to the microphone to sing White Christmas. statistics for sales of the downloads and see where thg

Russ has been here at Fort Wayne Assembly since 20f)4ers live. Besides having the download option, we ¢
He studied music composition and jazz at Ball State purchase copies of the CD at the 2209 hall through the
University and like most musicians has interesting storiesionth of December for $10. With all these options, it i

Russ in a nomusical momen
Photo by Kirk Swenson
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The Campbells (L to R): Trey, Emma, Alyssa, Julie
and Russ. Photo by Jeff Whitcomp

tell. On one occasion he played two gigs at once, easy to take the Campbells home for Christmas.
crisscrossing the street when one band went on break to

play with the other band. Another time while working for Kirk Swenson

cartoonist Jim Davis at his restaurant Foxfires, in MuncieNewspaper staff %%
his band had to make a chameldike transformation from

b SO

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Recreation / Conservation Committee Events

Card Game Night Wild Game Feed
Saturday, February 11, 2012 Saturday, March 10, 2012
J, /0\ . DONATIONS WELCOME!
rK- ﬂ ) If you happen to shoot an extra de¢
' . ' ’ ’ { or turkey, etc. and want to donate i
P‘ . members of the committee will han

the processing and store it until
the event. Contact Dave

& Bartkowiak at 2668483058

to make arrangements.




Plant Warms To Chili Fundraiser

I am a proud union member who believesin helpingh el d on October 15. The Wo me
others. One thing I love about our union is that our Women In Manufacturing walked as a joint team in the
members are always more than willing to reach out and Breast Cancer walk.
give a helping hand when someone is in need. | want to thank everyone who donated, volunteered and

At the end of September ,purahased cHiliol wantto gt aDspeciaMhaniestskfs
Committee joined forces with Women In Manufacturing téor stepping up and doing a great job on such short notice.
raise funds for Making Strides | also want to thank Alissa Williams
Against Breast Cancer (The (Chair of the Women
American Cancer Society) by havi for helping me include3shift and
a chili luncheon. Organizing an evd for staying over on the day of the
like this across three shifts is a fundraiser for more than three hours
demanding task. | stepped up to ta with Lisa Edwards to help with set
the lead for % shift and was up. Also, a big thank you to my"3
overwhelmed with the response. | shift crew: Julie Denney, Kyle Palan,
three short days, we had all the Bronnie Arnz, Theresa Tassler,
donations we needed because of t Deana Wright, Valerie Dental,
generosity of our members.

Last year, this same fundraise
was organlged solely l_Jy Women | Jannie Burkhamer (left) dishes up a bowl of
Manufacturing on 3shift only and | cpj gyring lunch on 3 shitt _ W _
raised $800. This year, with the help @nd picked up chili for their teams.
of the Womends Everyone stepping up is the reason
Local 2209 members and with all three shifts partmpatm@pr the success of great events like this fundraiser for
we raised $3700. That is more than 4 ¥ times the funds Making Strides Against Breast Cancer.
from the previous year. In Solidarity

We, as a union, can do great things when we step Up manda Méier
and get involved. The $3700 that we raised was donatedig, 39 ghift
the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk that was

ol Amy Groninger, Melissa Masters,
Santiago Martinez and the Body and
Paint employees who took orders

RECYCLE this paper. Pass it on to a non -union acquaintance .

BOOK CORNER

BLUR: How to Know Whato6s Truce
Information Overload by Bill Kovach and Tom Rosenstiel

fnSome people observing the media | ajndsac

even matters anymore. Perhaps, they speculate, in the new information age reality is

simply a matter of belief, not anything objective or verified; now there is a red truth

and blue truth, red media and blue media. Perhaps gatekeepers such as Waltefr
Cronkite have been replaced by cheelrl ec
" Olbermann; rather than trying to find out what is going on, they have already decided.

Perhaps, in a sense, we have already moved from the age of information to thg age of

af f i r mexcerpofrom chapter 1.

Ways of Skeptical Knowingd Six Essential Tools for Interpreting the News

1. What kind of content am | encountering? Utilizing this set of systemic
2. Is the information complete? If not, what's missing? guestions, Kovach and

3. Who or what are the sources and why should | believe them? Rosenstiel provide a roadmap
4. What evidence is presented and how was it tested or vetted? for maintaining a steady

5. What might be an alternative explanation or understanding? course through our messy

6. Am | learning what | need? media landscape.




Solidarity Day Party Pictures

Volunteer Randy Palan flips burgers
to feed the hungry party people.

rides are even
a bigger hit.

i S S

Fort Wayne Childrend@

brought a snake and other :

creatures for an informational
presentation.

The bunny at the petting 200 has
very soft ears.

A ) Photos by
. - Diana BovieKoomler Balloon fairy wings are an essential
Spiders are always welcome at the and accessory on a beautiful fall day.

picnic when they are in plastic display

cases. Kirk Swenson
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P
H :
') A force-out at second base kicks up some dust.
T .
0 Kickball Tournament Chamg
S

Kickindé the ball is the object of the game.

Photos by
Diana BovieKoomler, Front row L to R: Sean Serafini, Jessica Castillo Noirot, Chris Waldo and

Kevin Murray and Kirk Swenson | eah Pursley. Back row L to R: David Pursley, Adam Tinkler, Richard
Swada, Kevin Curry, Javier Pagan and Jay Noirot.

Go team!! Recess Regulators fire up for a victg

More kickball info on page 11 >>>>>



