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Jerry Hill (Paint 2nd shift) asks a 

question of the Unit #1 Bargaining 

Committee at one of the five 

informational meetings for the 

local contract.  
     
    Photo by Kirk Swenson 

ñWe stand today at a crossroads: One path leads to 

despair and utter hopelessness. The other leads to total 

extinction. Let us hope we have the wisdom to make the 

right choice.ò   
 ï Woody Allen.  

This quote is a joke. Itôs placed here to lighten the mood. It 

has been a bit heavy of late. But there is also a bit of truth 

in the twisted logic of the joke. Our local has had quite a 

couple of months. Now that the Unit #1 local contract vote 

and the trial proceedings are behind us, we can turn our 

focus to growing as a local in 2010. And by this I mean not 

just in numbers, but in solidarity. I know it has been said so 

many times, but fighting amongst ourselves is just what 

management wants. When we are caught up in these 

internal battles, our energy is used in the wrong way. There 

are enough external forces trying to crush unions that we 

should not be an accomplice in this effort. 
 

ñIt is very difficult to move forward when youôre 

looking backward.ò ï Mikhail Khodorkovsky.  

It was after the Unit #1 local contract was approved by a 

vote of 53% to 47% (Division I) and 67% to 33% (Division 

II) that I started noticing these black t-shirts in Trim. On 

the front in white lettering: ñDonôt Blame MEéò and on 

the back: ñI Voted No TWICE.ò I learned that they were 

created for a previous local contract vote, but the sentiment 

expressed by these shirts is probably still held by some of 

our brothers and sisters. We have numerous challenges and 

opportunities this spring on which to focus our energy. The 

General Assembly de-rate and 3rd shift start-up guarantees 

that we need to keep an eye on management to insure they 

follow the contract. Remember...they agreed to honor it. 
 

 ñIt's much easier to destroy than to build. Destroying 

something requires much less effort than does creating 

that same something. And destruction is a fast way to 

alleviate boredom, to create excitement, to deal with 

anger, even to demolish institutions.ò  

 ï Renée Fuller, Ph.D. 

Every so often you hear a member say how they believe 

that they would be fine if we did not have a union. So what 

do you believe your skills would bring in the job market 

today? Would you as an individual be able to negotiate 

better pay and benefits? Recently a group of Wisconsin 

grocery store employees decided not to keep their union in 

a vote. Seven days later the employer dropped their mental 

health coverage. Make a pledge to help build solidarity this 

year; do it through involvement. The union you save may 

be your own. 
 

      Kirk Swenson, Newspaper Staff 

Unit #1  Local  Contract  Rejected,  Then  Ratified  

The Roots of our Current Economic Crisis  



What  Dems  Should  Learn  From  óAmerican  Idolô           By Kevin Huffman  

DEADLINE 

for the March - April issue of  

LOCAL VOICES  

is Friday February 26, 2010. 
 

Submissions should be turned in to Darlene at the 

union hall or emailed to:   
          

news-editor@local2209.org 

Our Editorial Policy  
 

To our readers: This newspaper is the voice of your local 

and international union. This is our only vehicle for 

bringing to you, on a regular basis, the views of the leaders 

you elected, so you can evaluate them. 

The newspaper also is the voice of the membership. We 

welcome articles from UAW members and stories about 

members. 

All articles should contribute positively to the welfare of 

this union and its members.  

We will accept no attacks on any union leader or member. 

We will accept a thoughtful discussion of all related issues 

in the letters column. 

We reserve the right to reply to those that seem to reflect a 

misunderstanding of the union and its policies. 

Thanks for your support, and we look forward to hearing 

from you. 

**  

Editor, Local Voices, 
 

I just got my issue of the Local 2209 newspaper. You 

did your usual great job with the issue.  

 However, I noticed you changed "Capitol" building to 

"capital" building in the IDEA article. Almost all English 

usage of the word capital (from the city of Indianapolis to 

the stuff in your wallet) is spelled capital. Legislative 

government buildings, like the ones in Indianapolis and 

Washington, D.C., are proper nouns spelled Capitol and 

are "capitalized" in print. The street in Indy where it sits is 

named North Capitol Avenue. Capitol comes from the 

Latin designation of the temple of Jupiter. I have no idea 

why the two spellings came into use. 

This is a common source of confusion. I mention it, not 

to be a smart a      , but because this government stuff is 

my gig. 
  

Respectfully, 
 

Randy Schmidt 

Your  Voice  Is  Heard  

 

 

As Scott Brown stormed to victory in the Massachusetts 

Senate race [on January 19th], I huddled with my daughters 

watching Fox. No, not the gloating election coverage on Fox 

News ð I wouldnôt do that to impressionable young minds. 

We watched the ñAmerican Idolò auditions. 

This seemed fitting since, four years ago, Ayla Brown, the 

senator-electôs daughter, captivated my kids during a short-

lived ñAmerican Idolò run (my eldest daughter cried as hard 

as Ayla did when she got booted from the show). Ayla was 

an attractive though somewhat bland singer who belted out 

tunes by Celine Dion and Christina Aguilera. She had a 

chipper attitude and a limited vocal range. In short, good for 

TV... 

One thing I can tell you about American elections (both 

political and reality TV): Bland, attractive and hardworking is 

a decent strategy. If you can avoid offending, condescending 

and generally being annoying, if you can come off as nice 

and normal and sing a tune people recognize, youôve got a 

shot -- regardless of your musical or party affiliation... 

 

 

Democratic strategists ought to familiarize themselves 

with ñAmerican Idolò history: The year Ayla Brown made 

her brief appearance, Chris Daughtry, the chain-wearing 

rock star, was the judgesô favorite. But Taylor Hicks, the 

Elvis-covering everyman, won the peopleôs votes and the 

title. Last season it came down to Adam Lambert, the 

critically acclaimed glam rocker, and Kris Allen, the folksy 

boy next door with a pleasant voice and a nice smile. Kris 

Allen won. See a pattern? 

Scott Brown is a Taylor Hicks or Kris Allen. Heôs an 

appealing guy who hung in there, worked hard and sang 

some familiar tunes. Voters rewarded him for it. 

The Democrats have less than a year to figure out what 

tune to sing and how to reach their audience. Hopefully by 

November theyôll perform with a little more gusto. 

 

Kevin Huffman writes for the Washington Post. He recently 

won the paperôs Americaôs Next Great Pundit contest. A 

version of this article appeared in the paper on January 22. 

Coalition of Labor Union Women 

This organization meets every month following the 

regular membership meeting. Everyone is welcome. 

CLUW local chapters educate 

members, keep them up-to- 

date on a variety of issues 

concerning working families, 

and provide a support 

network for women in unions. 

Stay for their meeting and see 

what they are all about. 



L to R: Christy Torres, Lawrence Figgs, Rick Glassburn, Melissa Forrer, Roxanna Lucas and 

President Orval Plumlee.       Photo by Kirk Swenson 

 

President Plumlee Swears In Members to Their New Positions  

At the November membership meeting, 

an election of one new member and three 

alternates to the Election Committee was 

held. Elected to serve until the January 

2011 election was Christy Torres. 

Alternates elected were (in highest vote 

total order) Melissa Forrer, Rick Glasburn 

and Roxanna Lucas. Sworn in at the same 

time was Lawrence Figgs who is 1st shift 

committeeperson for Unit #3. He will serve 

until the next triennial election in 2011. 

 

 

 

The Recreation and Conservation 
Committeesô Wild Game Feed / 
Solidarity Dance is scheduled for 
March 20, 2010, at 5:30 p.m. 
Come out for the food and stay for 

the entertainment. The event is still being 
planned at press time so it cannot be 
revealed what special tasty treats will be 
available at this yearôs event. Also available 
will be regular food items.  
 

Purchase a $5 advance ticket and you will 
be entered in a drawing for a chance to win 
$100 that evening. Only advance ticket 
purchasers are eligible for the drawing. 
Tickets at the door will be $6. Tickets are 
available from committee members: Jeff 
Anderson, David Bartkowiak, Kevin 
Bartkowiak, Lee Breidenstein, Todd 
McKibben, Amanda Meier, Kyle Palan, 
Mike Palan, Randy Palan , Mike Rottger or 
at the hall during office hours.  
 

Entertainment will be the band:  
Tone Junkies. Music will start about  
7 p.m. and last until ? 
 

You will want to mark your  
calendars because this much  
fun can only happen once a  
year. See you there! 

 

 

Local  2209  
Website  Gets  

New  Content 

www.local2209.org 

Webmaster Randy Brownôs recent updates to our website 

are  completed. Aimed at the new transfers and their 

families, this content will be great for everyone. Look for: 

 

      Å facts about the counties surrounding the plant 

      Å school listings with phone numbers 

      Å utilities with phone numbers 

      Å driving distances to the plant from other locations 

      Å hospital info 

      Å banking info 

      Å area festival info... 

 

       and much more. Make our website your source for 

information about this area. Navigate on over and check out 

whatôs new. You know the address. Happy surfing. 

 www.local2209.org 

The Red Cross blood drive 

at the hall in December 

resulted in the donation of 

30 units. Thanks to those 

who took their time to 

come in. 
 

Only 38% of Americans 

are eligible to donate blood 

and of those only 8% do. 

That amounts to only about 

3 out of every 100 people. 
 

  Source: American Red Cross 



   WALTER  REUTHE R  
                        

  Leader     Activist     Visionary  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The March 15, 1936, marriage of Walter Reuther and 

May Wolf brought together the two redheads whose 

passion for union organizing was just one of their common 

interests. May taught in the Detroit public school system 

where she worked tirelessly to create a powerful teachersô 

union. Upon the completion of the civil ceremony that 

joined the two in matrimony, they drove to a labor rally so 

Walter could speak. Early in their marriage, they lived 

primarily off Mayôs teacher salary of sixty dollars a week 

since Walter was chiefly an un-paid union organizer. 

Later, in an effort to be 

closer to Walter, May took 

a leave of absence from 

teaching to be his secretary 

at Local 174. She would 

type and run off copies of 

strike bulletins that were 

needed to keep the workers 

informed. Ten to twelve 

hour days were the norm at 

the office. May was also the 

president of the Detroit 

local of the United Office 

and Professional Workers, 

which represented clerical 

staff at the newly opened 

union offices in the Detroit 

area. In time, she would 

also make decisions 

concerning the UAW local 

when her husband was 

away because of union 

business. These separations 

were hard on the young 

couple. 

Letters written between 

Walter and May while he 

was out-of-town reveal the 

frustrations bubbling under 

the surface of their relationship. Excerpts from Walterôs 

letters show his love despite the tension. Walter wrote in 

one letter, ñEven though we do fight a lot the world is an 

empty place without you.ò Another finds him apologizing 

with, ñI give the movement all of my time only to find that 

by neglecting you I destroy a relationship without which I 

can never hope to accomplish anything.ò Mayôs feelings 

are also found in a correspondence to Walter when she 

wrote, ñThere is a good deal that I would like to say thatôs 

awfully nice, but I canôt say the nice things without 

prefacing it with others that arenôt so nice and that I feel      

       we ought to talk about rather than write...ò The 

       difficult personal times were weathered and       

       later letters between the two describe their   

       plans for the purchase of their first home. 

          The Reutherôs purchased a small, white     

       house in Northwest Detroit in 1941 for $7,750. 

The house had six rooms with a basement workshop, 

which Walter used to create kitchen cupboards and 

furniture. Their first child arrived in 1942, a daughter 

they named Linda. Another daughter died at birth in 

1944. Elizabeth was born in 1947. May was now fully in 

the domestic sphere having withdrawn from her work 

with the union. However, the union still loomed large as a 

contributor to the dynamics of the family. After an 

assassination attempt on Walterôs life in 1948, 

bodyguards became an additional part of the familyôs life. 

Their presence became permanent 

and especially bothered Linda who 

questioned her father with ñDaddy, 

why canôt they leave us alone?ò 

While he was daddy to the two little 

girls, to others he was the catalyst of 

change and this change was not 

welcomed. 

    The 1960s found Walter and May 

engaged in the Civil Rights 

movement. The Reuthers joined 

Martin Luther King in Selma, 

Alabama, and James Meredith in 

Jackson, Mississippi, demonstrating 

for voting rights. Walter helped 

organize and spoke at the March on 

Washington in 1963. Following in 

their parentôs footsteps, both 

daughters took part in demonstrations 

against the war in Vietnam later in 

the decade. Perhaps their daughters 

were acting on one of the maxims of 

their father who stated, ñYouôve got 

to make up your mind whether youôre 

willing to accept things as they are, or 

whether youôre willing to try to 

change them.ò Reaching for change 

would cost Walter and May their 

lives in a grove of trees near Black   

Lake in Michigan. 
 

Kirk Swenson, Newspaper staff 
 

Walter Reuther was president of the UAW from 1946 to 

1970. This article is another in a series about him. The 

series won the International Labor Communications 

Association award for Best Labor History Story (Local 

Unions) for 2008. This article previously appeared in the 

Local 95 Union News, Janesville, Wisconsin, and is 

reprinted with their permission.  

Walter and May in a rare informal pose. 

            Photo courtesy of the Walter Reuther Library - 

            Wayne State University 

  



              Indianaôs               senators  

 Evan Bayh 

 2nd term Democrat 

 Richard G. Lugar 

 6th term Republican 

  

Washington, D.C. Office: 

306 Hart Senate Office Building, 

District of Columbia 20510-1401 

Phone: (202) 224-4814 

Fax: (202) 228-0360 
 

http://lugar.senate.gov/ 

Washington, D.C. Office: 

131 Russell Senate Office Building, 

District of Columbia 20510-1404 

Phone: (202) 224-5623 

Fax: (202) 228-1377 
 

http://bayh.senate.gov/ 

 A quick look at our two senators.  

 

Information from their respective 

websites. Senate voting records as graded 

by a few different organizations.  

From website on January 27, 2010: Senator Lugarôs 

ñLatest Newsò is that he ñopposes [the] Senate health bill.ò 

Another link states ñhe voted against health care reform 

legislation.ò This quote explains his position: ñPresident 

Obama and the Congress must recognize that the 

overwhelming demand of most Americans is still for 

presidential and congressional leadership to focus each day 

on restoration of jobs, strengthening of housing 

opportunities, reducing federal deficit spending, new 

growth in small business and large industries, and banks 

that are not only solvent but confident in normal lending.ò 

The most recent press release on the website encourages 

ñresidents to determine if they are eligible for the Earned 

Income Tax Credit.ò 

 Å Career cumulative record  -  91% with their goals  Å Career cumulative record  -  12% with their goals 

From website on January 27, 2010: Senator Bayhôs ñTop 

Priorityò is ñFighting for Jobs.ò This link begins with a 

quote: ñAt a time when Hoosiers are working harder than 

ever to succeed in an increasingly competitive global 

economy we must do everything we can to help our 

manufacturers and small businesses continue to grow and 

create jobs.ò It states that he ñhas fought to protect 

Hoosiers from the unfair and illegal trade practices that 

have contributed to the loss of more than 110,000 

manufacturing jobs since 2000.ò He testified before the 

International Trade Commission (ITC) last year to help tire 

manufacturers whose market was being flooded by cheap 

Chinese tires. The ITC found a violation and the Obama 

administration imposed a 35% levy on the tires. 

Graded on select roll call votes to represent a lawmakerôs position on issues determined 

to be important to AFSCME membersðfirst and foremost as workers, but also as citizens 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)

AFL-CIO Voting record based on interim year 2009 

Graded on 15 votes on such working family issues as strengthening Social Security and 

Medicare, freedom to join a union, workplace safety and more. 

Å Voted with AFL-CIO stance 11 of 15 times Å Voted with AFL-CIO stance 4 of 15 times  

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America (IAVA) 

Scores are based on how often legislators took the pro-veteran position and voted with IAVA Action. 

Å Scored an A+ Å Scored an A 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The December membership meeting had a special visitor - 

Santa. Pictured here is the family of Lester Morgan. L to 

R: Jacob, Santa, Caden, Kaeli, Jared and baby Khloe.  

Lester works in Chassis on 1st shift. 

 

 

 

 
 

The gate collection and 

retiree collection for this 

organization resulted in  

$ 4,397.50. Wow! 

Additionally, toys of all 

types were purchased and 

placed in the donation 

barrels in the atrium at the 

plant for distribution by 

the Marine Corp. Reserve. 

 

 

Second shift L to R: Julie Arsini, John Creek, Cheri Holtz, Tony Depew, Linda Warycha and Paul 

óSantaô Gebert. Not pictured: Marty Lopez                                                                                                        

                 Photos by Mark Newman 

 

First shift L to R: Scott Finley, Kim Black, Greg Craig, Amy Smith, Palestine (Inky) Turner and Lee 

Samudio.  

 Associated Churches collection helpers 

Over $4,500 was collected for the Associated Churches during our volunteersô canvassing of the plant. 

Way to go folks!      Give yourself a pat on the back!      You rule!      The total was sweet!      : ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Salvation Army Red 

Kettle Campaign netted  

$ 1,958  during the bell 

ringing day in the plant. 

  

Holiday Happenings in the Plant  

and at the Hall 
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Christmas for twenty    

families was a little 

brighter because of the 

generosity of Local 

2209 individuals  

and  

committees  

who purchased gifts 

through the Salvation 

Armyôs Angel Tree 

program.  

RECYCLE  this paper.   Pass it on to a non -union acquaintance . 

2209  Hall  Hours 
 

 Mon. - Wed. - Fri.                           

  7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

 Tue. - Thur. 

                     7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Retiree Meetings for 2010 
All meetings are held at the hall 

and begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 

February 17 

March 17 

April 21 

May 19 

June 16 

July 21 

August 18 

September 15 

October 20 

November 17 

December 15 
 

Clip & Save for the entire year 

Retiree Honored for His Service with Flight to Washington, D.C.  

Retirees                We Wish You Well 
 

Terry Jackson, Jeff Nixon, Randy Picek, Susan Rhoades, Phoebe Roehrs & Rick Witt 

 

Retired Veterans! 
 

If you had a Veteranôs Plaque on the 

wall in the atrium of the plant and forgot 

to get it when you left, contact the union 

hall at (260) 672-2209 to arrange to pick 

it up. Thank you for your service to our 

country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
   
    Paying tribute to 

those who gave so 

much, the Honor Flight 

Network transports 

veterans free of charge 

to Washington, D.C. to 

visit their memorials. 

    One such veteran is  

 

 

retiree Herman Lenhart who flew with 

twenty-six other WWII veterans on 

October 24, 2009. They visited the World 

War II Memorial. It commemorates the 

sacrifice and celebrates the victory of ñthe 

greatest generation.ò The veterans and 

volunteers who accompany them fly out 

and return the same day.  

    Because our membership recognizes the 

contribution and dedication of our nationôs 

veterans, we donated $2,000 to Honor 

Flight Northeast Indiana with $1,000 from 

the Veterans Committee fund and another 

$1,000 from the General Fund.  

 

 

Herman Lenhart 

proudly wears his 

Honor Flight t-shirt. 

                   Photo by 

     Cassandra Calvert 

 

Retiree  Info  
 

A collection for the Roanoke Food Pantry 
will be held at all the monthly retiree 
meetings. Their need is great because of 
the economy and we are here to help. I 
would like to thank everyone for their 
donations. 
 

�7�K�H�����5�H�W�L�U�H�H�V�����7�K�D�Q�N�« 
The Unit#1 Benefit Reps for attending our 
meeting to answer questions about health 
care coverage and other issues. We look 
forward to this opportunity on a regular 
basis. 
 

        Rick Witt, Retiree Chair  

 

 

Public Policy Pollingôs latest 

survey finds the respondents 

trust Fox News more than they 

distrust it. Trust - 49%, Distrust 

- 37%.      Your thoughts? 
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